LIFE TEEN PARENT LETTER

Want more resources created just for you as parents of teens? Check out our Parent Life website at
[tparentlife.com for resources on parenting, marriage, family, faith, and more!

LIFE NIGHT: HELL-BOUND
CONTENT OVERVIEW

In 1979, the rock band AC/DC released a song called “Highway to Hell,” and it became one of
the most famous rock anthems in the early 80s. This song, with its famous guitar riffs, driving
beat, and screechy vocals by Brian Johnson — which you now have to admit is stuck in your
head — suggests that we are all “en route” to hell based upon the type of life we are currently
living. It suggests that there is a simple formula for life: we get what we deserve. Most often,
we think that this formula is somewhat true; if we are good, God will let us into heaven.
However, if we are bad, God will send us to hell.

While the Church teaches that hell exists, we also believe that God is love (1 John 4:8). He
offers us His mercy, grace, and forgiveness so that we can one day, not only avoid hell, but be
brought with Him into eternal life in heaven. God desires to spend eternity with us because we
are His creation. We are His own workmanship made in His image and likeness.

Therefore, our life in eternity is not based upon what we deserve, but how our lives are
conformed to Christ’s life. Heaven and hell hinge on a relationship that we choose, not a
formula based upon our sin. We can choose to live as Christ lives, or we can choose to turn our
backs to Christ and sin. Hell is permanently choosing a life apart from God. No one is “sent” to
hell; hell is a choice, a choice to forever be without the love of Christ. Daily, we make choices
that lead us closer to the joy of heaven, or closer to the torment of hell.

Through the death and Resurrection of Jesus, the formula for heaven and hell is completely
altered. Sinful humanity plus the grace of God equals the ability to be before Him in heaven.
This is a formula that will put us on a highway to heaven. It requires, however, a choice to bring
the reality of heaven into our lives each day. What choice will you make?

CONVERSATION STARTERS

1. What is your impression of heaven and hell? What images come to mind when you think
about heaven and hell?

2. How does it make you feel when you hear that hell is a choice? Did you ever have the
belief that people are sent to hell based on their choices?

3. Read 1John 4:7-21. As a family, discuss the ways that your love for each other reflect that
of God’s love.
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LIFE TEEN CARTA A LOS PADRES

éGustas aun mas recursos creados especialmente para ti como padre de adolescentes? Visita nuestra
pagina para padres de familia ingresando a [tparentlife.com para informacion sobre la crianza de
Jjovenes, el matrimonio, la familia, la fe iy mucho mas!

LIFE NIGHT: HELL-BOUND
VISTA GENERAL DEL CONTENIDO

Diferentes canciones, peliculas u otros medios han recalcado la idea de que existe una
formula sencilla para la vida, que se nos da lo que merecemos. Muchos de nosotros
creemos esto: que, si nos portamos bien, Dios nos dara un lugar en el cielo; pero, si nos
portamos mal, Dios nos va a enviar al infierno.

La Iglesia nos ensefa que existe el infierno, pero también creemos que Dios es amor (1
Juan 4, 8), y que nos ofrece Su misericordia, gracia y perddn para que un dia estemos
con El en el paraiso eternamente. Dios quiere la eternidad con nosotros porque nos cred,
somos frutos de Su mismo trabajo, y nos hizo a Su imagen y semejanza.

Por lo tanto, la vida eterna no se basa en lo que merecemos, sino en cdmo se conforman
nuestras vidas a Cristo. Esto significa que el cielo y el infierno dependen de una relacién que
se elige a vivir, no de una formula basada en el nimero de pecados cometidos. Podemos
escoger tener a Cristo en nuestras vidas y vivir como El, o podemos escoger el pecado y
rechazar a Cristo. Cuando escogemos una vida aparte de Jesus, eso es a lo que se le llama
el infierno. Nadie es ‘enviado’ al infierno; mas bien, el infierno es una decisién de apartarse
del amor de Cristo. Diariamente tomamos decisiones que nos llevan hacia la felicidad del
cielo o nos acercan al tormento del infierno.

Por medio de la muerte y Resurrecciéon de Jesus, la ‘formula’ para el cielo y el infierno se
cambia por completo. El hombre pecador mas la gracia de Dios resulta en la habilidad de
estar con El en el cielo. Esta es la formula adecuada. Sin embargo, requiere una decisidén a
hacer el cielo una realidad en nuestra vida todos los dias. ¢Qué decisidn tomaras tu hoy?

REFLEXION/DISCUSION EN FAMILIA

1. éCudles son tus pensamientos sobre el cielo y el infierno? éCudles imagenes vienen a
mente cuando piensas en ellos?

2. ¢Qué piensas al saber que el infierno es una decisidn? ¢En un momento creiste que Dios
envia personas al infierno?

3. Leer1Juan 4, 7-21. Dialogar en familia como su amor por el uno al otro refleja el amor de Dios.
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